EAST LUTHER VALLEY CHURCH

This congresation was formed in 1844 when
a Lutheran pastor was called from Norway.
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HISTORICAL MARKER AT MiLL BLUFF PARK, three miles west of Camp
Douglas, Wisconsin. The marker, which was made and crected by
the Stare Conservation Department, explains the formations of mesas
and buttes in the region and how Mill Bluff was named. Phertograph by
courtesy of Conservation Department. For details on the Wiscons'n

Historical Markess Commiree and is work, read Chats with the Editor
in this issue



The Norwegians of Luther Valley

By BLAINE HANSEN

HE NAME " Luther Valley ” was given the settlement north

and west of Beloit by the Rev. C. L. Clausen, a Dane, who

came there to be the first resident pastor of the East Luther
Valley Church. Impressed with its singular beauty, not unlike in
some respects that to be found in the old country valleys, it is
said to have been his first thought to call it " Goshen" because
it was for the Norwegians a land of new beginnings like thar
given to Jacob and his family by Pharaoh when they came out of
Canaan into Egypt to escape the famine and be with their son and
brother Joseph, whose foresight had made Pharaoh'’s land a granary
for that part of the world.

The story of Gullek Olsen Gravedale® is the story of Luther
Valley's beginnings. It was here in the fall of 1839 that this
man, a member of the " Emilia” party from Numedal, Norway,
built the first house in the sertlement. History has accorded him
this place in the annals of the community.

In the background of this emigration from Norway one finds
reasons quite similar to the usual ones for forsaking the well-

BLAINE HANSEN, active in both the Luther Valley and the Beloit His-
torical societies, is on the Beloit Daily News editorial staff. He read this
paper before the Third Annual Convention of the STATE HISTORICAL
SociETY at Beloit on August 10, 1944. Gullek O. Gravedale, his great-
grandfather, constructed the first log cabin in this timbered southern
Wisconsin valley; the building of a prosperous farm community, now
known as Luther Valley, by a group of stalwart Norwegian emigrants,
is a proud Wisconsin epic.

1 8ines the name of my greatgrandfarher Gullek Olien Gravedale is spelled in several
ways in historical accounts, my grandmother’s explanation may be helpful. Gullek O.
Gravedale’s father's name was Ole Gulack so, according to Norwegian custom, he ook the
name of Gullek Olsen, sdding to it the farm name, Gravdahl (English equivalent Grave-
dale). Some years before leaving NMorway the family moved w0 a place mamed Holt, so he
substituted thar name, When he streed for America, he returned o Gravdahl and went
with neighbors, who knew him as Gravdahl rather than Holt. In an old adas listing
Mewark township families the name Hole is found, indicating thar he used it when enter-
ing the first government land in December, 1839, The English equivalent has been used
by his son, dangheers, and their descendants for the past eighry years. In like manner many
of the inconsistencies found in the spellings of Morwegian names can be explained.
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